PREFACE

Extracts from a letter written by Swift Colin Dozey, only son of Catherine Amelia Vernede and
Edward Colin Dozey to his eldest child Catherine Wendy Dozey in the early 1980’s.

“ The majority of pcople are curious as to who and what their antecedents were, hence my visits to
Cochin to ascertain and verify my mother’s narrations of the illustrious background of the Vernede
Family and of the gracious and glorious lives they led around about the end of the 19 th Century and
upto the time of your Great-grandfather’s (Samuel James Vernede) death and a little after.

Knowing that you would be interested, I have compiled a short record of incidents in the lives of the
Vernedes that have gone before, from a book titled; “ The History of Cochin by the Dutch Author R 'V
Vann and from information so kindly furnished by Manuel Rosario, an old Spanish inhabitant of
Cochin,

R V Vann, garnered authentic information from the archives of the Cochin Govt, of events and
happenings in Cochin after 1795. Events before 1795 were obtained from old ‘news sheets’, the old Port
Log and from old inhabitants who had kept notes of happenings which were passed down to them by
their forebears.

Vann appears to have thoroughly investigated the authenticity of the incidents and events he has set
down in print, They tally with the information given to me by the local historian Manue! Rosario.
Vann’s book is a a record consisting of 250 pages and his references about the Vernedes are spread
haphazardly throughout so I have endeavoured to place them in chronological order.

On my first visit to Cochin I enquired at the Records Office and was told that all the records were
mislaid or destroyed during World War TI . The story goes that this Office was taken over as a Billet by
the RAF and that after the war no records could be traced. The loss was attributed to the careless
manner in which the RAF bundled up the records and stored them , resulting in the records being
misplaced ! (?)

On a subsequent visit, I was able, by sheer luck, to gather all the information I wanted, though, through
most unexpected channels.

The events and incidents which I quote have been taken from the “book’(shown in parenthesis) and
from what my parents and others have related from time-to-time. I have quoted conversations with
others from memory, though not verbatim.”

I have prepared the above as a Preface for the work my father Swift Colin put together for his children
and which Mr Raoul Vernede wishes to place on his website.

Brian Keith Colin Dozey,
Grandson of Catherine Amelia Dozey (nee Vernede).
December 2011, Thames Ditton , Surrey, UK.































